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Ideas for Inclusion in Art
 
Start with the art project the class is doing. How will all students participate in the project?  If a student has multiple and complex disabilities, what active role can they take? Next, consider adapting the materials or processes to enhance participation. Finally, add specialized equipment to further enhance participation.

Taking a role in a group:
·  Provide instructions for the class art project using AAC.
·  Use a spinner to select quiz questions about the artistic concepts or the artist or style being studied in art class. 
· Choose the colors for a group or partner art project using coloured paper or markers, or by smell of scented markers.
·  The student interviews their classmates to ask about their work. Where did they get the idea? What inspired them? 
· Gather materials for up-coming art activity for the group
· Work with a group to make crafty gifts for a school fundraiser sale such as place mats, writing paper, background designs for gifts or special occasion cards, book covers, or cardboard designs to cut out and shellac for brooches, earrings and refrigerator magnets. 
[image: student using an easil and universal cuff to complete a painting with an adult guiding hand under hand]


Adapt the materials:
●      Work large and tape down the paper on a sturdy surface
●      An easel with clamps or clips can make the project more accessible
●      Sponges or bingo dabbers can be easy to grasp for painting
●      Use Large handles or cylindrical foam to build up handles to assist grasp
●      A universal cuff or “EZ Hold” added to a paintbrush or marker assists grasp
●      Ripping and pasting with a glue stick to create a collage.
●      When using scissors, heavier cardstock cut in thin strips is easier to snip
●      Take selfies using an iPad camera instead of self-drawn portraits

Use a Powerlink and switch to operate:
●      A fan or hair dryer to dry paintings, brushes or glue
●      Use a mixer to mix cookie dough, or dough for art projects
●      A blender or food processor for paper maché
●      AbleNet twirl-o-paint to make abstract designs 
●      Use a popcorn popper to make popcorn art projects
●      A paper shredder for handmade paper, basket stuffer, pet bedding or compost 
●      Electric scissors for cutting paper or other materials
●      An electric pencil sharpener to help to sharpen pencils 
●      Use electric stapler to make sketch booklets



[image: an adult assists a smiling student to grip a marker with an oversized grip to draw a picture on a paper mounted to the table in the classroom during art. ]
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